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Dangerous Goods are articles or substances which are capable of posing a risk 
to health, safety, property or the environment and may endanger the safety of 
an aircraft or persons on board the aircraft. Dangerous Goods are also known as 
restricted articles, hazardous materials and dangerous cargo. Their carriage on 
South African Airways aircraft is primarily governed by the Civil Aviation Authority 
Regulations.

For safety reasons goods identified in the IATA Dangerous Goods Regulations shall 
not be carried as, within, or as part of customer’s baggage accepted as checked 
or cabin baggage.

Dangerous Goods must not be carried in (or as) customer or crew-checked 
baggage or carry-on baggage.

The items depicted below are forbidden for transport in carry-on or checked 
baggage. For information on how to safely transport these items by air, please 
speak to your South African Airways representative.

1Effective January 2019

EXPLOSIVES/
FIREWORKS

STRONG MAGNETS

ELECTRO SHOCK
WEAPONS

COMPRESSED
GAS

POISONOUS
SUBSTANCES

HOVERBOARDS

FLAMMABLE
LIQUIDS

RADIOACTIVE
MATERIALS

OXIDIZING
SUBSTANCES

LIQUIDS

MATCHES

CORROSIVE
SUBSTANCES

LIGHTER FUEL

FLAMMABLE
GAS

PETROL-OPERATED
EQUIPMENT

DISABLING CHEMICALS
OR GASES



ITEMS FORBIDDEN FOR CARRIAGE ON
SOUTH AFRICAN AIRWAYS
For safety reasons, the laws of all countries and that of IATA prohibit the transportation of the following items in your 
checked-in or carry-on baggage or on person:

•	 Briefcases with built-in alarm devices such as lithium batteries or pyrotechnic
•	 Explosives, fireworks, flares
•	 Pressurized containers containing irritant gases, self-defence sprays, camping gas
•	 Containers with flammable liquids such as lighter fuel, paint, varnish, cleaning agents
•	 Items that ignite easily, such as matches
•	 Substances that emit flammable gases upon contact with water
•	 Oxidizing substances, such as bleaching powder, peroxides
•	 Poisonous (toxic) and infectious substances, such as quicksilver, bacteria and virus cultures
•	 Radioactive materials and items
•	 Corrosive substances, such as acids, alkalis, wet cell batteries
•	 Strongly magnetic materials
•	 Petrol-operated equipment and tools that have contained minimal amounts of petrol (e.g. for test purposes)
•	 Disabling devices such as mace or pepper spray
•	 Liquid oxygen devices
•	 Electro shock weapons such as Tasers

Lighters

•	 Taking one lighter is permitted if:
•	 It is for personal use
•	 t is filled with fully absorbed liquid fuel

Forbidden are:

•	 All lighters in checked-in baggage
•	 So-called Zippo lighters
•	 Lighters filled with unabsorbed fuel
•	 Lighter fuel
•	 Fuel refills

E-Cigarettes And Spare Lithium Batteries

The use of electronic, simulated smoking materials including cigarettes, pipes and cigars, is prohibited on all SAA flights. However, they 
are permitted in your cabin baggage for all SAA / SAA connecting flights. 	 If you boarded with hand baggage and it is discovered 
that the hand baggage cannot be accommodated in the cabin due to a shortage of stowage space, you will be requested to remove all 
valuables, medication required for the duration of the flight, e-cigarettes and all spare batteries prior to the baggage being removed 
from the cabin and placed in the hold. 

Ammunition
Special regulations apply to the transportation of ammunition. You can find out about them on:
flysaa.com >> SAA Experience >> Firearms & ammunition
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NOTE USA FLIGHTS: Federal law forbids the carriage of hazardous materials aboard aircraft in your baggage or on your person. A 
violation can result in five years’ imprisonment and penalties of $250,000 or more (49 U.S.C. 5124). Hazardous materials include 
explosives, compressed gases, flammable liquids and solids, oxidizers, poisons, corrosives and radioactive materials. Examples: Paints, 
lighter fluid, fireworks, tear gases, oxygen bottles, and radio-pharmaceuticals.

Carriage of Dangerous Goods

To ensure your maximum safety, dangerous goods must not be carried on board. To find out which items you may not take with you, either 
in your checked baggage or in your hand luggage, please refer to the chart below:

MAY I TRAVEL WITH THIS?
Following the 2006 events involving the potential use of Liquid Explosives to commit attacks against International Civil Aviation 
Operations and the associated security threat identified against Civil Aviation Operations in certain countries a number of security 
restrictions have been imposed on our passengers travelling to and from various international destinations.

To facilitate your travel, kindly refer to the chart below in identifying specific security restrictions imposed on flights you are booked to 
travel on.

PROHIBITED ITEMS – ALL SOUTH AFRICAN AIRWAYS FLIGHTS

ALL SAA FLIGHTS OPERATED FROM SOUTH AFRICAN AIRPORTS
Item Cabin Baggage Checked Baggage Remarks

Ammunition No Yes Handled through firearms counters 
at limited quantities of not exceeding 
5kg’s per passenger.

Axes No Yes

Baseball bats No Yes

Blackjacks No Yes

Bows and Arrows No Yes

Box cutters No Yes

Brass Knuckles No Yes

Corkscrews No Yes

Cricket bats No Yes

Crow bars No Yes

Disabling chemicals or gases No No Must be handled as Dangerous Goods

Lighters Yes No Subjected to Dangerous Goods 
regulations.

Fire extinguishers No No Must be handled as Dangerous Goods

Flare pistols No No Unarmed flare pistols will be allowed. 

Golf clubs No Yes

3Effective January 2019

flysaa.com



ALL SAA FLIGHTS OPERATED FROM SOUTH AFRICAN AIRPORTS
Item Cabin Baggage Checked Baggage Remarks

Hammers No Yes

Hockey sticks No Yes

Hunting knives No Yes

Ice axe/Ice pick No Yes

Large heavy tools (wrenches, pliers, 
etc)

No Yes

Martial arts devices No Yes

Metal scissors with pointed tips No Yes

Pepper spray No No Must be handled as Dangerous Goods

Pool cues No Yes

Portable power drills No Yes

Razor blades (not in a cartridge) No Yes

Religious knives No Yes

Screwdrivers No Yes

Ski poles No Yes

Spear guns No Yes

Stun guns/shocking devices No Yes

Swords No Yes

Tear gas No No Must be handled as Dangerous Goods

Throwing stars No Yes

Toy weapons No Yes
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RESTRICTION ON LIQUIDS
ALL INTERNATIONAL FLIGHTS DEPARTING FROM SOUTH AFRICA, EXCEPT FLIGHTS TO AUSTRALIA.

All items on the prohibited items list plus:
Only liquids essential for the use of the passenger during his/her trip such as personal hygiene, toiletries etc, may be carried in cabin 
baggage, provided that:

•	 Such items are packed in a re-sealable clear plastic bag not exceeding 1 liter in size. (Total diameter not exceeding 80cm)
•	 The items packed within the sealable bag may not exceed 100ml per item. 
•	 The bag must be sealed.
•	 The contents must comfortably fit in the bag. 
•	 The bag must be separated from other cabin baggage when proceeding through airport security.
•	 Items exceeding the above requirements will be confiscated by airport security screening staff without the option of such items 

being recovered by SAA.

Passengers are advised to pack any liquid items exceeding the above requirements in checked baggage before or at the time of check-in. 
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RESTRICTION ON LIQUIDS
ALL INTERNATIONAL FLIGHTS DEPARTING FROM SOUTH AFRICA, EXCEPT FLIGHTS TO AUSTRALIA.

Duty Free liquids purchased after the airport security screening areas will be allowed carriage, provided that these items are packed in 
special security bags provided by the duty free outlets. These bags will be sealed by the duty free outlet and the receipt of purchase will 
be visibly displayed on the inside of the bag. Passengers with onward connections from their international destination are advised 
NOT to open these duty free bags before passing through airport security at the point of transfer, as this may result in such items being 
confiscated by the relevant security screening authority of that airport.

Exemptions:

•	 Baby formula/milk and baby food in small containers if a baby or small child is travelling with the person carrying such items.
•	 Prescription medicine (liquid and gel)
•	 Essential other non-prescription medicines not to exceed 100ml per container, to include saline solution and eye care products such 

as eye drops and contact lens solution. 
•	 Liquids and gels (inclusive of juice) for diabetic passengers who indicate a need for such items to address their medical condition.  
•	 Solid cosmetics and personal hygiene items such as lipstick in a tube, solid deodorant, lip balm and similar solids.

NOTE THAT THERE ARE NO RESTRICTIONS ON THE CARRIAGE OF LIQUIDS IN CHECKED BAGGAGE, OTHER THAN DANGEROUS OR 
FLAMMABLE LIQUIDS. 

Flights to Australia

All restrictions indicated above with the exception that Duty Free liquids will only be permitted if such items are delivered to the boarding 
gate by the Duty Free outlets. SAA made the necessary arrangements with the Duty Free outlets to assist passengers accordingly. 
All passengers will be subjected to secondary gate security screening to ensure compliance. Duty Free liquids carried by Transit/
International connecting passengers are not permitted and will be confiscated. 

Flights from the UK, USA, EU, ASIA and Australia

All of the above with the exception that certain of these countries will allow the carriage of duty free items not packed in a special bag, if 
such items are delivered directly to the aircraft by the duty free outlet. 

Passengers may be subjected to additional screening if they carry liquids through screening points. 

RESTRICTION ON LIQUIDS
Passengers transiting to an international destination from South Africa.

All passengers arriving from an international destination, connecting (transit/through checked) to an international destination from 
South Africa will be restricted to the same liquid restrictions as passengers originating on international flights from South Africa. 
Restriction on Liquids – Passengers departing from domestic airports through checked to an international departing flight from 
South Africa.

All through checked passengers, originating their journey from a domestic airport (on a domestic flight) are advised to pack all liquid 
items exceeding the international liquid restriction in their checked luggage before check-in at the point of origin. All liquids not packed 
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in accordance with the above liquid restrictions on international flight departures from South Africa will be confiscated by airport 
security at the point of access to the international departure area. 

RESTRICTION ON POWDERS
Restrictions on Powders on USA Bound Flights From Johannesburg, Accra And Dakar

Effective as from 30 June 2018, passengers are advised that any powder, or powder like substances carried in accessible cabin baggage 
may not exceed 350ml (approximately the size of a Soda Can). Customer must pack powders or powder like substances exceeding 350ml 
in checked baggage. 

Exemptions will apply to Baby Formula and Baby Powder required during flight, however security staff may inspect these items to ensure 
the contents matches the product description.

Restrictions on Powders on flights departing from Australia (incl. transit passengers)

•	 Organic powders (e.g. food, powdered baby formula, coffee, sugar) are not restricted, but must be separated from the rest of the 
carry-on baggage for X-ray screening. 

•	 Inorganic powders (e.g. salt, sand, talcum powder, make-up) must be in containers of 350ml (volume), 350gm (weight) or less. The 
total must not exceed 350ml, 350gm per person.

 
Additional Cabin Baggage Restriction : UK & Europe

•	 Passenger traveling in Economy Class will only be allowed ONE piece of cabin baggage not exceeding 56cm in length by 45cm in 
width and 25cm in depth, and one additional personal item.

•	 Passenger traveling in Premium Class will be allowed TWO pieces of cabin baggage not exceeding 56cm in length by 45cm in width 
and 25cm in depth each, and one additional personal item.

•	 Passengers carrying musical instruments shall be allowed to carry such instrument as a second piece of hand baggage. 

Additional personal items are:

Purses, baby changing bags, laptops in a thin satchel and slim line brief cases. 
Larger laptop bags and standard/bulkier briefcases will NOT be considered a personal item and will count as a normal piece of cabin 
baggage.
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CLEARANCE PROCEDURES
 

FOR OTHER ITEMS THAT MAY BE CONSTRUED AS DANGEROUS OR HAZARDOUS ITEMS, NOT DEFINED AS PROHIBITED ITEMS.

Certain items not listed as Prohibited items which may be carried on a person or in cabin baggage for medical or other use, such as 
syringes and hypodermically needles should be declared to the airline check-in agent or checkpoint security staff. The airline will accept 
the carriage of these items in the cabin of the aircraft only if such items are accompanied by clearly labelled medication such as insulin 
or other life saving medicines. Unlabeled or unidentified substances accompanied with syringes, or packs of needles not accompanied by 
the above may be denied for carriage on a person or within cabin baggage. 

Passengers carrying these items, not requiring access to such items during flight are encouraged to rather pack these within their 
checked baggage. 

When such items are considered as unjustified or non essential, security staff may confiscate such items if a passenger fails to provide 
sufficient reason and/or medical evidence to carry such items.

WE URGE PASSENGERS TO KEEP THEIR CABIN BAGGAGE AND OTHER ACCESSIBLE PROPERTY TO BE CARRIED THROUGH AIRPORT 
SECURITY POINTS TO A MINIMUM TO ASSIST IN SPEEDING UP THE SCREENING PROCESS.

Passengers travelling with firearms (inclusive of hunting weapons) and ammunition are requested to note the relevant restrictions 
and processes outlined in the Carriage of Firearm Policy of South African Airways.

SECURITY RESTRICTIONS ON 
UK SPECIFIC SERVICES
The items listed under the May I Travel with this? part of this document above shall apply to all passengers, however in the interest of 
clarity, the following items are specific to flights to and from the United Kingdom.

SECURITY RESTRICTED ITEMS
Passengers are not permitted to carry the following articles into security restricted areas and in cabin baggage or on board 
the aircraft 
GUNS, FIREARMS AND OTHER DEVICES THAT DISCHARGE PROJECTILES
Devices capable, or appearing capable, of being used to cause serious injury 
by discharging a projectile, including:

•	 Firearms of all types, such as pistols, revolvers, rifles, shotguns
•	 Toy guns, replicas and imitation firearms capable of being mistaken for 

real weapons 
•	 Component parts of firearms, excluding telescopic sights
•	 Compressed air and CO2 guns, such as pistols, pellet guns, rifles and ball 

bearing guns
•	 Signal flare pistols and starter pistols
•	 Bows, cross bows and arrows
•	 Harpoon guns and spear guns, Slingshots and catapults

BLUNT INSTRUMENTS
Objects capable of being used to cause serious injury when used to hit, 
including:

•	 Baseball and softball bats
•	 Clubs and batons, such as rackets, billy clubs, blackjacks and night sticks
•	 Martial arts equipment

STUNNING DEVICES
Devices designed specifically to stun or immobilise, including:
•	 Devices for shocking, such as stun guns, tasers and stun batons
•	 Animal stunners and animal killers
•	 Disabling and incapacitating chemicals, gases and sprays, such as mace, 

pepper sprays
•	 Capsicum sprays, tear gas, acid sprays and animal repellent sprays
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SECURITY RESTRICTED ITEMS
Passengers are not permitted to carry the following articles into security restricted areas and in cabin baggage or on board 
the aircraft 
OBJECTS WITH A SHARP POINT OR SHARP EDGE
OBJECTS WITH A SHARP POINT OR SHARP EDGE CAPABLE
of being used to cause serious injury, including:
•	 Items designed for chopping, such as axes, hatchets and cleavers
•	 Ice axes and ice picks
•	 Razor blades
•	 Box cutters
•	 Knives with blades of more than 6 cm
•	 Scissors with blades of more than 6 cm as measured from the fulcrum
•	 Martial arts equipment with a sharp point or sharp edge
•	 Swords and sabres

EXPLOSIVES AND INCENDIARY SUBSTANCES AND DEVICES (PROHIBITED IN BOTH 
CABIN AND HOLD BAGGAGE)
Explosives and incendiary substances and devices capable, or appearing 
capable, of being used to cause serious injury or to pose a threat to the 
safety of aircraft, including:
•	 Ammunition,
•	 Blasting caps
•	 Detonators and fuses
•	 Replica or imitation explosive devices
•	 Mines, grenades and other explosive military stores
•	 Fireworks and other pyrotechnics
•	 Smoke-generating canisters and smoke-generating cartridges
•	 Dynamite, gunpowder and plastic explosives.

WORKMEN’S TOOLS
Tools capable of being used either to cause
serious injury or to threaten the safety of aircraft, including:
•	 Crowbars
•	 Drills and drill bits, including cordless portable power drills
•	 Tools with a blade or a shaft of more than 6 cm capable of use as a 

weapon such as screwdrivers and chisels
•	 Saws, including cordless portable power saws
•	 Blowtorches
•	 Bolt guns and nail guns
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